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Why Are There So Many Empirical Articles on Moderating
or Mediating Effects?

WEN Zhonglin LIU Fang ZHENG Yuandan LIAO Xinyi HUANG Yinan

(School of Psychology & Center for Studies of Psychological Application,South China Normal University,
Guangzhou 510631, China)

Abstract

The analysis of moderating or mediating effects is
widely used in questionnaire based research. Several
ways were summarized to find modeling evidence for
mediating and moderating effects analysis. From both
practical and theoretical perspectives, we explain why
there are so many empirical articles on moderating or

mediating effects. Basically,it cannot be generalized

that having too many articles of this kind is not ap—
propriate , the correct approach is to examine whether
the model assumptions in an article are reasonable
and whether the statistical methods are used appro—
priately.

Key words: moderating effect, mediating ef—

fect, influence factor
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